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Nor do measures of "happiness" support the myth of modern
progress. Despite a 45 percent increase in U.S. per capita

consumption over the last twenty years, our quality of life has
declined. Surveys by the University of Chicago find that, despite
near-doublings in real Gross National Product (GNP) and personal per
capita consumption spending, no more people report being 'very
happy" now than they did in 1957. Of those Americans earning less
than fifteen thousand dollars a year, 5 percent say they have achieved
the American dream. Even among those earning more than fifty
thousand, only 6 percent say they have done it.
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- Despite a 45 percent increase in U.S. per capita consumption over the last twenty years, our quality of life
has declined.
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- Surveys by the University of Chicago find that, despite near-doublings in real Gross National Product

(GNP) and personal per capita consumption spending, no more people report being "very happy" now than
did in 1957.
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- Even among those earning more than fifty thousand, only 6 percent say they have done it.
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