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What light does the study of past history cast on the meaning of
human experience and, in particular, to what extent does it sustain
the belief in the progress of civilization? (1)Leaving on one side the
pessimistic theories widely prevalent in antiquity but alien to modern
thought, we reached the conclusion that, while the last four centuries
have witnessed a steady advance in the fields of pure, and even more
clearly applied, science, any wider generalization as to the onward
march of civilization can hardly be supported. (2)In particular, it
remains highly questionable whether man's intellectual progress has
been attended by any corresponding growth in his morality. This
doubt has inevitably been intensified by the catastrophic events that
have menaced the very foundations of our culture within our own
life-time.
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(1) What light does the study of past history cast on the meaning of human experience and, in particular, to
what extent does it sustain the belief in the progress of civilization?
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(2) Leaving on one side the pessimistic theories widely prevalent in antiquity but alien to modern thought,
we reached the conclusion that, while the last four centuries have witnessed a steady advance in the fields
of pure, and even more clearly applied, science, any wider generalization as to the onward march of
civilization can hardly be supported.
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(3)In particular, it remains highly questionable whether man's intellectual progress has been attended by
any corresponding growth in his morality.
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(4) This doubt has inevitably been intensified by the catastrophic events that have menaced the very
foundations of our culture
within our own life-time.
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