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Today, however, this type of nuclear family seems to be undergoing a
metamorphosis. As the number of children declines and the number
of mothers with small children who go out to work grows rapidly, the
separate economic preoccupations of each parent are beginning to
detach them both from the home and from their dependence on each
other. Already, moreover, the peer-group has become almost as
important as the family in the social life of children. It therefore
seems possible that a new, more loosely structured, less emotionally
and sexually bonded, and far more temporary family type is already
being added to the number of options. It is a bitter irony that just at
the moment when some thinkers are heralding the advent of the
perfect marriage based on full satisfaction of the sexual, emotional and
creative needs of both husband and wife, the proportion of marital
breakdowns is rising rapidly.
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(1) Today, however, this type of nuclear family seems to be undergoing a metamorphosis.
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(2) As the number of children declines and the number of mothers with small children who go out to work

grows rapidly, the separate economic preoccupations of each parent are beginning to detach them both from
the home and from their dependence on each other.
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(3) Already, moreover, the peer-group has become almost as important as the family in the social life of
children.
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(4) It therefore seems possible that a new, more loosely structured, less emotionally and sexually bonded,

and far more temporary family type is already being added to the number of options.
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(5) It is a bitter irony that just at the moment when some thinkers are heralding the advent of the perfect
marriage based on full satisfaction of the sexual, emotional and creative needs of both husband and wife,
the proportion of marital breakdowns is rising rapidly.
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