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The capacity to endure a more or less monotonous life is one which
should be acquired in childhood. (1)Modern parents are greatly to
blame in this respect; they provide their children with far too many
passive amusements, such as movies and good things to eat, and they
do not realize the importance to a child of having one day like another,
except, of course, for somewhat rare occasions. (2)The pleasures of
childhood should in the main be such as the child extracts himself
from his environment by means of some effort and inventiveness.
Pleasures which are exciting and at the same time involve no physical

exertion, such, for example, as the theater, should occur very rarely.
The excitement is in the nature of a drug, of which more and more will

come to be required, and the physical passivity during the excitement
is contrary to instinct. A child develops best when, like a young plant,
he is left undisturbed in the same soil. (3)Too much travel, too much
variety of impressions, are not good for young, and cause them as they
orow up to become incapable of enduring fruitful monotony. I do not
mean that monotony has any merits of its own; I mean only that
certain good things are not possible except where there is a certain
degree of monotony.
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(1)The capacity to endure a more or less monotonous life is one which should be acquired in childhood.
The capacity | is | one [=capacity]
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(2)Modern parents are greatly to blame in this respect; they provide their children with far too many passive
amusements, such as movies and good things to eat, and they do not realize the importance to a child of
having one day like another, except, of course, for somewhat rare occasions.
Modern parents | (are [greatly] to) blame | in this respect
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(3)The pleasures of childhood should in the main be such as the child extracts himself from his environment
by means of some effort and inventiveness.
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(4)Pleasures which are exciting and at the same time involve no physical exertion, such, for example, as the
theater, should occur very rarely.
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(5)The excitement is in the nature of a drug, of which more and more will come to be required, and the

physical passivity during the excitement is contrary to instinct.

The excitement | is |in the nature of a drug
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(6)A child develops best when, like a young plant, he is left undisturbed in the same soil.
|: A child |develops | best
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(7)Too much travel, too much variety of impressions, are not good for young, and cause them as they grow
up to become incapable of enduring fruitful monotony.
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(8)I do not mean that monotony has any merits of its own; I mean only that certain good things are not
possible except where there is a certain degree of monotony.
I [(do not) mean | that+3X
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