RXHIEFES %1568 RHHKEX
M )Y&S ( ) K& ( )

"If all mankind minus one," cried Mill, "were of one opinion, and
only one person were of the contrary opinion, mankind would be no

more justified in silencing that one person, than he, if he had the
power, would be justified in silencing mankind." Not that the solitary
eccentric is always or, probably, often in the right; but if he is in the
wrong the upholders of the current opinion lose, if they silence him,
what is very valuable, namely the clearer perception and livelier
impression of truth produced by its collision with error; while if the
solitary thinker is in the right, by silencing him mankind has lost the
opportunity of enjoying the inestimable benefit of exchanging error for
a nearer approach to truth. Men and women learn by discussion and
argument. If argument is silenced, not only may error flourish
unrestrained, but truth itself is held in a feebler and less vital manner.
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't all mankind minus one," cried Mill, "were of one opinion, and only one person were of the contrary

opinion, mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one person, than he, if he had the power,
would be justified in silencing mankind."
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@ Not that the solitary eccentric is always or, probably, often in the right; but if he is in the wrong the
upholders of the current opinion lose, if they silence him, what is very valuable, namely the clearer

perception and livelier impression of truth produced by its collision with error;
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@ while if the solitary thinker is in the right, by silencing him mankind has lost the opportunity of enjoying
the inestimable benefit of exchanging error for a nearer approach to truth.
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@ Men _and women learn by discussion and argument.
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® If argument is silenced, not only may error flourish unrestrained, but truth itself is held in a feebler and
less vital manner.
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