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Certainly I have known peace, but have I ever known it for more
than an hour or a day at a time? I like to think that my early
childhood was peaceful and contented, yet | know how we are tricked
by our memory or lack of it. (1)As the old poets did for the past, we
like to imagine a golden age in our own lives and we conveniently
forget facts that will not fit in with this agreeable theory. I have seen
this in the case of others, who have quite sincerely described to me
their great happiness on certain o ccasions and at certain ages. But
often I have remembered these very occasions myself and have been
able accurately to recall the extreme misery, awkwardness or
humiliation of the very people who later claimed to have been just then
so happy. And I myself tend to create a mythical childhood in my own
memory. (2)It is based on the facts that my parents were comfortably
off and were kind to me, that I was never subject, as other boys often
are, to deliberate cruelty, and that I was never hungry. (3)And with
these facts in mind, I tend to forget all the real terror,
disappointments, agitations and perplexities which are incidental to
childhood and which may well impress themselves all the more firmly
on our characters the more we thrust them from our consciousness.
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(1)Certainly I have known peace, but have I ever known it for more than an hour or a day at a time?
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(2)I like to think that my early childhood was peaceful and contented, yet I know how we are tricked by our
memory or lack of it.
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(3)As the old poets did for the past, we like to imagine a golden age in our own lives and we conveniently
forget facts that will not fit in with this agreeable theory.
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(3)I have seen this in the case of others, who have quite sincerely described to me their great happiness on
certain occasions and at certain ages.
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(4)But often I have remembered these very occasions myself and have been able accurately to recall the
extreme misery, awkwardness or humiliation of the very people who later claimed to have been just then so
happy.
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(5)And I myself tend to create a mythical childhood in my own memory.
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(6)It is based on the facts that my parents were comfortably off and were kind to me, that I was never
subject, as other boys often are, to deliberate cruelty, and that I was never hungry.
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(7)And with these facts in mind, I tend to forget all the real terror, disappointments, agitations and
perplexities which are incidental to childhood and which may well impress themselves all the more firmly on
our characters the more we thrust them from our consciousness.
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