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Japan's climate is typically temperate, as befits its latitude, and contrasts ( A ) the tropics,
where the growing season is year round and temperatures make a relatively slow pace of life
advisable. To survive the colder months, food surpluses have always had to be built up by
hard, concentrated work during the more productive parts of the year, and daytime rest
periods or a leisurely work pace have not seemed necessary to escape the midday heat. The
same is true ( B ) Japan's East Asian neighbors in Korea and China. Such climatic
conditions may lie behind the fact that the people of all three of these countries are noted ( C

) their hard work and tireless energy. Simple necessity at first, reinforced over the centuries
by well established custom and insistent moral precept, seems to have produced among the
Japanese and their neighbors in East Asia what may be the most deeply ingrained work ethic
in the whole world and what undoubtedly is a notable characteristic and great asset of the
peoples of this part of the globe.
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One outstanding feature of Japanese weather is the series of great cyclonic storms, called
typhoons, which devastate parts of the country in late summer and early autumn. These are
identical in nature with the hurricanes that occasionally ravage the east coast of the United
States, both being products of the same general relationship between land and water at
comparable latitudes. (2)Typhoons, however, strike Japan with somewhat greater frequency
and usually with more destructiveness to life and property, since the greater part of the
Japanese population is concentrated on the seacoasts of southwestern Japan where the
typhoons first come ashore.
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Typhoons have accustomed the Japanese to expect natural catastrophes and accept them
with stoic resilience. This sort of Fatalism might even be called the (3)"typhoon mentality,"
but it has been fostered by other natural disasters as well. Volcanic eruptions sometimes
occur, since a large part of Japanese chain is the product of volcanic action, and there are
many active volcanoes. The largest, Asama, devastated hundreds of square miles of central
Honshu in 1783. There are also numerous fault lines throughout the islands, and destructive
earthquakes are commonplace. Tokyo and its port of Yokohama were in large part leveled by
fires resulting ( D ) a great earthquake that struck at noon on September 1, 1923, leaving
some 130,000 persons dead. (4)Since Edo, as Tokyo was formerly called, had been
periodically hit by severe earthquakes, there is a popular belief that it is likely to be visited by
a devastating earthquake every sixty years or so. In any case, the Japanese have a fatalistic
acceptance of nature's awesome might, as well as a great capacity to dig themselves out after
such catastrophes and start afresh.
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(1)Japan's climate is typically temperate, as befits its latitude, and contrasts ( A ) the tropics, where the

growing season is year round and temperatures make a relatively slow pace of life advisable.
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(2)To survive the colder months, food surpluses have always had to be built up by hard, concentrated work
during the more productive parts of the year, and daytime rest periods or a leisurely work pace have not
seemed necessary to escape the midday heat.
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(3)The same is true (B ) Japan's East Asian neighbors in Korea and China.
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(4)Such climatic conditions may lie behind the fact that the people of all three of these countries are noted
( C ) their hard work and tireless energy.
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(5)Simple necessity at first, reinforced over the centuries by well established custom and insistent moral
precept, seems to have produced among the Japanese and their neighbors in East Asia what may be the
most deeply ingrained work ethic in the whole world and what undoubtedly is a notable characteristic and

great asset of the peoples of this part of the globe.
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(6)One outstanding feature of Japanese weather is the series of great cyclonic storms, called typhoons,
which devastate parts of the country in late summer and early autumn.
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(7)These are identical in nature with the hurricanes that occasionally ravage the east coast of the United

States, both being products of the same general relationship between land and water at comparable
latitudes.
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(8)Typhoons, however, strike Japan with somewhat greater frequency and usually with more destructiveness
to life and property, since the greater part of the Japanese population is concentrated on the seacoasts of
southwestern Japan where the typhoons first come ashore.
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(9)Typhoons have accustomed the Japanese to expect natural catastrophes and accept them with stoic
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(10)This sort of Fatalism might even be called the "typhoon mentality," but it has been fostered by other
natural disasters as well.
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(11)Volcanic eruptions sometimes occur, since a large part of Japanese chain is the product of volcanic
action, and there are many active volcanoes.
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(12)The largest, Asama, devastated hundreds of square miles of central Honshu in 1783.
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(13)There are also numerous fault lines throughout the islands, and destructive earthquakes are
commonplace.
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(14)Tokyo and its port of Yokohama were in large part leveled by fires resulting ( D ) a great earthquake
that struck at noon on September 1, 1923, leaving some 130,000 persons dead.
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(15)Since Edo, as Tokyo was formerly called, had been periodically hit by severe earthquakes, there is a
popular belief that it is likely to be visited by a devastating earthquake every sixty years or so.
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In any case, the Japanese have a fatalistic acceptance of nature's awesome might, as well as a great
capacity to dig themselves out after such catastrophes and start afresh.
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