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The death of the traditional book has been predicted, wrongly, from the very start of the
digital revolution. The electronic book would replace the paper variety, many of us believed,
as surely as the grey squirrel has driven out the red. (1)Yet this has not happened: the
printed book is the same object, in essence, that it always was. Music, film and television
have all transferred rapidly to digital format: reading is short form — blogs, journalism, e-mail
— has thrived on the web since it started. But long-form literature has proved stubbornly ( a

).
9 2
(2)Alongside those of us writing premature obituaries for the paper book were the
traditionalists, insisting that the act of reading is so sacred that no machine could replicate it.
In fact, (3)both sides of that debate were wrong. The electronic book will soon be a factor of
culture. It took roughly five and a half centuries to perfect the paper book: the perfect
electronic book should arrive in about a year. But it will never kill off the traditional book.
Indeed, the two sorts of book may turn out not to be ( b ), but symbiotic species, sharing the
same territory in amicable ( ¢ ).
93
The problem with early e-books was technological and aesthetic. (4)On my bookshelves sits
a lump of molded plastic, one of the first attempts to replicate the reading experience on a
handheld screen. At ten years old it is in excellent condition for it has hardly been read. The
flickering screen made my eyes water; the battery tended to ( d ) out on the edge of a
cliff-hanger moment: many books were then unavailable in digital format, and the object itself
was remarkably unlovely.
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(1)The death of the traditional book has been predicted, wrongly, from the very start of the digital revolution.
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(2)The electronic book would replace the paper variety, many of us believed, as surely as the grey squirrel
has driven out the red. many of us believed |
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(3)Yet this has not happened: the printed book is the same object, in essence, that is always was.
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(4)Music, film and television have all transferred rapidly to digital format: reading in short form — blogs,

journalism, e-mail — has thrived on the web since it started.
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(5)But long-form literature has proved stubbornly ( a ).
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(6)Alongside those of us writing premature obituaries for the paper book were the traditionalists, insisting
that the act of reading is so sacred that no machine could replicate it.
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(7)In fact, both sides of that debate were wrong.
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(8)The electronic book will soon be a factor of culture.
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(9)1t took roughly five and a half centuries to perfect the paper book: the perfect electronic book should
arrive in about a year.
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(10)But it will never kill off the traditional book.
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(11)Indeed, the two sorts of book may turn out not to be ( b ), but symbiotic species, sharing the same
territory in amicable ( ¢ ).
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(12)The problem with early e-books was technological and aesthetic.
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(13)On my bookshelves sits a lump of molded plastic, one of the first attempts to replicate the reading

experience on a handheld screen.
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(13)At ten years old it is in excellent condition for it has hardly been read.
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(14)The flickering screen made my eyes water; the battery tended to ( d ) out on the edge of a cliff-hanger

moment: many books were then unavailable in digital format, and the object itself was remarkably unlovely.
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Book lovers argue that the tactile experience of reading — the gentle musty smell, the weight
in the hand, the possibility of dropping it in the bath — can never be reproduced by a noisy
gadget. They are right, but (1)those physical factors are secondary. Books work because, at
their best, we forget they are there. The physical book magically disappears, leaving the
reader to enter another world. The e-book, by contrast, with its buttons and hard plastic,
tended to intrude on the consciousness, standing between the reader and the words. It was
hard to get lost in an electronic book, because one kept tripping over signposts.
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The new e-readers have addressed many of those problems. Some come bound in leather,
and all are designed to look not like gadgets, but like books. The print, thanks to the
invention of E Ink, is now as clear as any printed book. Increasingly, books can be
downloaded from anywhere and carried around in their hundreds, in a pocket. Permanently
linked to the Internet, the book becomes a way of discovering new books. Electronic books
may even ( e ) a new boom in literacy, for in the new electronic bookshop nothing need go
out of print, and buying a new book is cheap, easy and ( f ).
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Some books (2)[ a/ are / make / sacrificing / to / tree / worth |: others are not, and that is
the distinction that the electronic book offers John Ruskin, a famous 19th-century writer,
once observed that literature is "divisible into two classes, the books of the hour, and the
books of all time." The books of all time will remain on paper, but those of the hour will
increasingly be digital: the airport novel, the reference book, the celebrity memoir. (3)A
personal library will no longer be the repository of unread paperbacks, but a genuine index to
individuality, as it was in the days when books were rare and precious.
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(15)Book lovers argue that the tactile experience of reading — the gentle musty smell, the weight in the
hand, the possibility of dropping it in the bath — can never be reproduced by a noisy gadget.
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(16)They are right, but those physical factors are secondary.
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(17)Books work because, at their best, we forget they are there.
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(18)The physical book magically disappears, leaving the reader to enter another world.
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(19)The e-book, by contrast, with its buttons and hard plastic, tended to intrude on the consciousness,
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(20)It was hard to get lost in an electronic book, because one kept tripping over signposts.
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(21)The new e-readers have addressed many of those problems.
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(22)Some come bound in leather, and all are designed to look not like gadgets, but like books.
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(23)The print, thanks to the invention of E Ink, is now as clear as any printed book.
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(24)Increasingly, books can be downloaded from anywhere and carried around in their hundreds, in a
pocket.
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(25)Permanently linked to the Internet, the book becomes a way of discovering new books.
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(26)Electronic books may even ( e ) a new boom in literacy, for in the new electronic bookshop nothing
need go out of print, and buying a new book is cheap, easy and ( f ).
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(27)Some books [ a/ are / make / sacrificing / to / tree / worth |: others are not, and that is the distinction
that the electronic book offers.
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(28)John Ruskin, a famous 19th-century writer, once observed that literature is "divisible into two classes,
the books of the hour, and the books of all time."
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(29)The books of all time will remain on paper, but those of the hour will increasingly be digital: the airport
novel, the reference book, the celebrity memoir.
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(30)A personal library will no longer be the repository of unread paperbacks, but a genuine index to

individuality, as it was in the days when books were rare and precious.
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